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Greetings 

Let’s do the time warp again.  It’s just a jump to the left and April is over and May is here.  No sooner do you blink and then school is out, it is summer and your kids are off at college. Did you ever see that movie “Looker”?  This is what it must feel like.    May is the unofficial ramp up for all things Graffiti in June and no sooner do some free weekends open up, then somebody sets up something fun to fill our time, like a Roller Derby party at the Fat Cat or Jon Valenti at the Modesto Sports Bar or a ceramics class at the Chartreuse Muse or any number of things that you can find to do beginning on page 20.  

And then a step to the right….

With your hands on your hips, we need to make sure that we bring the word “Vision” back to the City of Modesto.  Turlock seems to have it.  Patterson seems to have it as evidenced by the new city hall and palm tree lined streets and urban planning is the thing.  We need to get our downtown groove back.  Downtown needs to be the hang out for everyone in the county and this means that we need more music, more events, more places to have a gathering, more hotels, shuttle buses that connect to the hotels out on Sisk to downtown and a commitment to fast track urban housing and retail businesses in our downtown core. The “Welcome” sign needs to be out.  Some people we talk to think that ModestoView is too downtown centric.  Maybe we are, but a great county and a great city has a great core. This is our the place where all of our community should hang out.  Sure there are suburban areas that have shopping and dining and places like McHenry Village have a vibe all their own, but we all come together in downtown. 

So to all of you who help make this happen, those of you that have vision, those of you in city planning that see where we can be and what we can do, ModestoView salutes you as we go to the official four month countdown to the opening of the Gallo Center.  We tip our hats to those who see what we can be.  

Love and kisses, 

Chris

chrism@modestoview.com
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Go Modesto

<<Cool Vertical Side bar with Big Numbers>>

By the numbers
Do you ever stop to do the math or do you just flat out enjoy all of the things happening here in our area.  Check it out. 

107 number of martinis on the Jacobs Menu

37 number of Off the Air shows to date

11  number of issues of ModestoView

7 indie coffee shops

10 places offering live music on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights

73  years since the State Theater opened

0 number of national chain restaurants downtown

3000 number of people that go to MoBand each week
12 number of seconds for left turn arrow Mitchell to Yosemite

<< all built into the Box with a small harvest moon logo

Can you find it?

Last month, we had a stumper.  It took a few times to get the right guess for one of our faithful readers but from out of nowhere, the winner came through properly identifying the Original Gallo Winery building at 10th and D.  Congrats to  _____ to for coming in to receive a ModestoView T-Shirt.   <<Pic of T Shirt>

This month, we want you to find this. First person to tell us where this is by email to letters@modestoview.com wins a $25 gift certificate to Harvest Moon. 

Local Radio

Who is supporting the local bands?  Local music needs to be in the forefront and ModestoView wants to recognize the stations and locations that feature local music.    We need more places playing local music.  The house music at the Modesto Nuts and at our local bars and restaurants should be local don’tcha think?  Here is who is hooking us up and make sure you listen to stations that support local music. 

B93 - 15 Minutes of Fame is actually 30 minutes or more every Tuesday morning.  You can hear bands like Rachel Rene, Not 4 Nothin’, Mundaze, Newlyweds and more.  Tune in.  Listen on line at b931.com

KHOP – local hip hop artist Jiggy is now a regular DJ and gets regular spins listen online at khop.com

KCSS – Lots of local music, just call and request 209-667-3378 and listen online at kcss.net 
CruiseandGood.com – Local bands mixed in with national bands with live concert rebroadcasts. 

ModestoView

Local music 24 hours a day 7 days a week 365 days a year  

Log on now.  www.modestoview.com

Comcast Channel 7, 26 and 98 feature local music during all programming hours. Thanks to the City of Modesto and Final Cut Media. 

Go Modesto

Places you need to check out.  
Oakdale takes the cake in the cool bar names. Not content with the usual places, Oakdale looks to it’s eclectic blend of residents and names accordingly.  This month we feature the Cow Track and another one called the Battered Beaver.  Now now, get your mind out of the gutter and get over to some great places that serve some cold drinks and local music on a regular basis.  You can hear some great bluegrass like Dave Hanley or the Good Luck Thrifty Store outfit and more.  Here are some website links. 

www.batteredbeaver.com 

www.heckabad.com/cowtrack.html
Oakdale Plaza, 850 N. Yosemite, Oakdale, CA 95361
Did you know?
<<Pic of Maddox Bros and Rose>>

<<Source: Google Images>>

According to Kevin Dettmar's book, _Is Rock Dead_, Routledge,  2005

 

"The Maddox Brothers and Rose are credited by some with 'inventing rockabilly' in Modesto, California, back in 1937; according to Tosches, they were a 'West Coast Okie group' who 'recorded stuff that not only rocked, but also contained many of the vocal fireworks--yelps, screams, howls--that became watermarks of rockabilly." 

How cool is this?  Broadcast on the airwaves from the old KTRB station on Norwegian Ave, Modesto is the home of more than American Graffiti, but the roots of rock and roll.   Now that is something special and it is high time we celebrate it. 


Found by:  Gabriel Solis. Assistant Professor of Music
University of Illinois and tipped by George Osner. 
 

FLY MODESTO
Here is your total easy hook up for the easiest flights out of the easiest airport. You can go anywhere so get flying. Reserve now: www.ual.com 
<<Airport Schedule>>
Go Modesto

I have a one local fundraiser coming on May 27 @ the Fat Cat in Modesto
we have lots of cool raffle prizes and a roller girl auction... Win a date with a roller girl!!!! And 4 bands. we also have a home game in Stockton but i don't have all the info on that just yet, I will fwd it to you once I get it.  We will also be in Chico this weekend and sac next but I'm not sure if you would put them up....

Again Thanks you can also visit our website @ www.theportcityrollergirls.com for any more info.
Spotlight – Area feature
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Wine Club

<<Text and Grid coming>>

<<Box for Tastings>>

Local Tasting Schedule

Dewz

O’Brien’s Market

Tresetti’s
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Hey Bartender

Have you ever had that favorite neighborhood hideaway?  If you haven’t, then you can discover one now.   Tucked away in a strip mall near Scenic and Oakdale, Monaco’s has been a cocktail and dining institution for decades.   The trip inside is totally retro lounge, complete with the large round booths and well stocked bar.   

Kim at Monaco’s. 

<<text and pics coming>>
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Food Intro – Rick Serpa

MODESTOVIEW ----- May 2007

It’s that time of year again. Beginning May 5th and running through December 5th the Modesto Farmers Market opens offering farm fresh Central California produce straight from the farm to you. Also locally owned specialty food purveyors like Word of Mouth Bakery and Sciabica Olive Oil have booths at the market. The Farmers Market opens at 7am and runs until noon on Thursdays and Saturdays. It’s located on 16th Street between H & I Streets on the west side of the downtown library.

Speaking of Sciabica, did you know that they are the oldest olive oil producer in California dating back to 1936. All of their oils are extra virgin, cold pressed, unrefined and 100% California grown. They have one numerous awards both in the United States and in Europe. Check out their retail store at 2150 Yosemite Blvd. They also have a great web site that will tell you all you need to know about olive oil and it’s applications (www.sciabica.com). The 5th generation of the Sciabica family is involved in the family business.

Last week Modestoview heard from one of our favorite chefs, Chris Schully, formerly of Cayenne Restaurant and Sassafras Catering. He’s now living on Long Island with his wife and four young daughters. He is doing culinary consulting work with an international client list. His most recent accomplishment is the development of a line of microwavable entrees and vegetable dishes that are available locally at Safeway. Chef Chris sends his regards to all his friends in Modesto and still reads Modestoview online.

Turn the page as Modestoview features Executive Chef Eric Magnani from Bacchus Food and Spirits.

Food Bites

Concetta expands.   Pic of Paul Tremayne and new restaurant. 

Just for starters

Galletto – Frito Misto – Legendary just got better. 
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Chef o Month

By Rick Serpa

Eric at Bacchus

Chef of the Month --- May, 2007

Executive Chef Eric Magnani --- Bacchus Food and Spirits

Executive Chef Eric Magnani comes to Modesto’s Bacchus Restaurant from the world famous Lodge at Pebble Beach in Carmel. After graduating with honors from the premier culinary school in the United States, the legendary Culinary Institute of America he embarked on a career that has showcased his talents in restaurants across the United States.

A true student of his craft in every sense Chef Eric philosophy on food is very simple, “find the greatest local products at the height of their seasons and bring them to the table to share with friends and guests”.

Chef Eric is also an active member in the internationally acclaimed Slow Food Movement. Their goal is to educate people through cooperation, sharing of information and resources. To take a step back and look at the ways in which we raise, cultivate and fish for our food resources with an eye towards sustainable options. The group includes chefs, farmers, ranchers, fisherman, and educators who work to connect with the international community.

Modestoview (MV) sat down with Chef Eric (CE) in the dining room of Bacchus to get his inspirations and views on a number of topics.

MV: How did you decide to become a chef?

CE: I wanted to find something that I was passionate about. I was working in retail and that wasn’t cutting it so I enrolled in a culinary program at Clark Junior College in Vancouver, Washington. That really sparked my interest so I enrolled at the Culinary Institute of America. I graduated in 1996 and that led to great jobs in great restaurants in some of the most beautiful areas in the country. I’ve worked in kitchens in the Caribbean, New Orleans, the Florida Keys, Savannah, the Napa Valley, and Pebble Beach.

MV: How did the management at Bacchus ever get you to move from the Monterrey Peninsula to Modesto?

CE: First I love the Central Valley and my sister lives in Modesto. The main reason is that I wanted to work for a new restaurant. When Trinity and Todd (General Manager and Assistant Manager) shared their vision for Bacchus I was all in.

MV: If you could invite any 3 people to dinner, whom would you invite and what would you prepare?

CE: First I would invite James Beard. He is an icon, one of my culinary heroes and instrumental in driving the American food scene. Next I would invite my grandmother because she was an early inspiration and I’ve always wanted to impress her with my cooking. Finally I would have Chef Michel Raymond who was my first mentor when I graduated from culinary school. All three of these people shaped my ideas on food, how it’s prepared, and inspired me to do what I do.

I would prepare a first course of fresh white peaches, grilled, with great big fat golden Key West prawns. The entrée would be a duet of fresh fish. Grilled ahi tuna from Hawaii and king salmon from California. I’d serve it with heirloom tomatoes and a Gamba Zinfandel from the Russian River Valley. For dessert I’d prepare a zinfandel blackberry chocolate pudding cake. It would be a great meal!

MV: What was your most memorable meal?

CE: I was serving an externship in New Orleans and I had the chance to dine at Bayona. Susan Spicer is the owner and one of the best chefs in the world. I had a crawfish gumbo tart with a stuffed pork chop. It was a great meal in a great restaurant in a great city.

MV: Have you ever cooked for anyone famous?

CE: Eddie Van Halen at a restaurant in Portland. He had salmon. Tom Brokaw, meat and potatoes, and Johnny Depp who loves seafood. All three were very complimentary.

MV: What’s the best thing about working at Bacchus?

CE: The autonomy that I’m allowed. I change the menu daily to utilize and feature the massive resource of fresh local products. Our ownership has a commitment to using the best ingredients and providing the highest standards of service.

MV: Tell our readers about your staff?

CE: Sous Chef Marco Alvarado is great. He’s a graduate of the California Culinary Academy in San Francisco and shares the same passion for food and service that I have. Chef Sam Bans is also an integral part of our staff. Both of these guys are key components to our success.

MV: What is the best selling item on the menu?

CE: the 14-ounce Hereford natural beef rib eye steak. It’s served with Yukon Gold potatoes au gratin and sautéed spinach.

MV: When you’re not working where do you like to eat in Modesto?

CE: I enjoy Dewz. Chef Alvarado is very talented. I particularly like their fresh seafood and their artichoke appetizer. I also like Papapavlos and The Tasty Taco. All three are great.

MV: What do you like to do in your spare time?

CE: I’m a family man. I enjoy spending time with my wife and two kids ages 3 and 1. I’m also a sailor and spend a lot of my time working with Slow Food.

MV: Final question. The Beatles, Stones, Elvis, or Frank?

CE: Frank Sinatra. He’s the greatest!

<<clip and save box>>  

 Recipe

Sciabica Extra Virgin Lemon Pound Cake

Components: 

Lemon Pound Cake

Strawberry-Viognier Aqua Dolce

Rosemary Gelato

Strawberry Kabobs

Pound Cake:

3 cups sugar 

2 cups Sciabica Lemon Olive Oil

16 ounces whole eggs

½ tbsp vanilla extract

4 tbsp lemon juice

2 tbsp lemon zest

2 tsp salt 

1 tsp baking soda

1 tsp baking powder

1 ½ lb all purpose flour

2 cups buttermilk

Method:

Cream together the sugar and oil. Add eggs slowly, then add juice and zest, Whip to double volume. In another bowl sift together all dry ingredients. Add the dry mix and buttermilk in halves alternately. Mix until smooth. Prepare loaf pans by coating with olive oil, then sugar. Divide batter between the two. Bake at 375 for 60 minutes covered. Use toothpick to check doneness. Cool on rack then slice when ready to use. Dust with liberal amount of powdered sugar. Serve with strawberry sauce, rosemary gelato (vanilla is ok too), and add strawberries on a rosemary skewer.

Bacchus Food and Spirits

1200 I Street

 Modesto, Ca. 95354

(209) 576-8994

www.bacchusmodesto.com
Lunch is served from 11a.m till 2 p.m. Tuesday- Friday

Dinner is from 5 p.m. till 10 p.m. Tuesday- Saturday

Late night dinner menu from 10 p.m. till midnight Tuesday-Saturday   

Correction Box,

<<Picture of Rod. 

Question mark over head. One side Rob  other side Rob?>>

Is it Rob or Rod? Well ModestoView should have paid more attention to the spelling instead of the cocktail. The answer is Rod. Sorry about the confusion. 
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Jen’s Hook up

Features of the month

<<Go Modesto Tab>>
Go Modesto
COMEDY - Judy Tenuta Benefit for the Stanislaus PRIDE Center
Friday, May 4, 2007 at 8:00 pm Star of Broadway, film, television, Judy Tenuta was the first stand-up comedienne to be named “Best Female Comedian” by the American Comedy Awards.  Her ribald humor is deliciously fun.  Ms. Tenuta’s performance is a benefit fundraiser for the Stanislaus PRIDE Center (SPC).   Visit the SPC at www.stanpride.org.
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All Ages Pages

By Madison Murphy

Do something good

You know how hard it is for us to find good things to do around town. Not any more.  The Queen Bean is becoming the place to be and best of all, they are doing a ton of music.  They serve great coffee, sandwiches, deserts and the patio will be a great hang out this summer.  You will not be disappointed and tell your friends that this is a great all ages place where you can hang out with your favorite local bands too.  Here is the May Queen Bean schedule:

The Quake Presents Shows for Queen Bean Coffee House May 2007

May 2nd the Drum and Bass Magic of Cold Fusion Along with Special Guest Randy Marshal 7:PM

May 3rd The Drum Circle 8:PM Open for All

May 4th Hickory, Not an Airplane, Tara Tinsley, Maybe Dallas 7:PM

May 6th Heavy Metal Dark Horse 

May 11th Moon Trent 

May 12th Solar Powered People, Solare, Fairway 

May 17th Brother Lunch Inside May 17th Outside on the deck The Drum Circle 

May 18th May 18th Flint and Steel 

May 19th Roem Baur

May 22nd Wake up 

May 24th The Drum Circle Open for all to join 8:PM

May 25th Sean O’Brien, Gregory Michael, Rachael Rene 

May 31st The Drum Circle Open for all 8:PM
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Meet and Greet

By Chris Murphy

CHS? Kate and Eric Johnson

<<Text coming>>
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Center Spread   Diagonally sliced separated by fruit nuts and Hershey Kisses

Giant Chocolate bar, bite out of it. 

Surrounded by nuts and fruits…..  Bites out of them???

<<Top Left>>

<<Pics of Third Party playing>>

<<More Text Coming>>

Music Schedule 

Saturday 

9:45 – TBA

10:45 – TBA

Noon – No Regret – Rock, Blues and Country

1:30 – In Dying Fashion – Thrash Hardcore

2:15 – Carpedium – Sibling Trio Covers 60s and 70s

3:30 – Third Party – 60s, 70s, 80s, 90, 00s Cover – MAMA Nominee

Sunday May 20

9:45 – TBA

10:45 – TBA

Noon – Aaron Durr – Rock piano MAMA Nominee

1:50 – Visitor – Merced Christian Rock

2:45 – Aaron Durr – Plugged in and full throttle

4:00 – Jiggy – Hip Hop MAMA Award Winner 

<<Bottom Right of the Center Spread>>

Hughson Fruit and Nut Festival

<<More Text coming>>

Carnival
Friday Night: 5:00pm - 11:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am - 11:00pm
Sunday: 10:00am - 11:00pm
Parade
Saturday Morning: 11:00am
4x4 Tractor Pull
Saturday Night 5:00pm at Hughson High School Track
Hughson Reunion Breakfast
Sunday: 7:00am - 1:00pm  - $7.00 - Tickets at the door.
Breakfast is open to everyone. Car Show Both Days
Saturday: 9:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday: 9:00am - 3:00pm

Children's Activities ongoing both days.
No Cost Live Entertainment throughout both days.
Special Saturday evening entertainment.
See the entertainment line up above right.
Farmers Market
Street Fair & More!!
Food Booths to take care of any appetite
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Off the Air

By Greg Edwards

Get Out! (and check a show)

Modesto has music stampeding out of every orifice with a blazing inferno in its eyes dead set on taking every bored bull by the horns, wrestling them to ground, dragging them to the nearest song-filled watering hole and splashing their face awake in fresh, mountain-spring sound converting them into wide-eyed believers in the fact there is a plethora of tune-drenched happenings in town on a daily, weekly and monthly basis. And to back up that fact this month’s Off The Air column will take a look at May, that month right before we enter out scorching Central Valley summer and the full platter of concerts it has to offer up.

Things get going early this month with another fun, all-ager outside on the patio at Queen Bean Coffee House in Modesto located at 1126 14th Street featuring live performances by Tara Tinsley, Hickory, not an Airplane and Maybe Dallas. The show gets going at 7:00 PM and admission is free with any purchase. Recently, not an Airplane self-released its new full-length disc “I Never Wanted to Believe in Ghosts.” I was gifted a copy a couple weeks ago and it has been in heavy rotation on my iPod ever since. For more information about not an Airplane visit www.myspace.com/notanairplanemusic. For more information about the show visit www.myspace.com/queenbeancoffeehouse.

On Wednesday, May 9 check out “A Night of Electronic Music” at The Fat Cat located at 930 11th Street in Modesto featuring Modesto’s Jub and Guilty Bystander, Sacramento’s Two Playa Game and San Francisco’s Blipvert, DJ Wyatt Gurp and DJ Harbour. And for your accessorizing pleasure there will be “Handmade, Unique Jewelry” on hand and for sale as well by Gitche Yaya. “Blipvert looks like he’s going insane (when he performs) and does some crazy robot dancing,”says Justin Betham, AKA Jub, “He’s gonna tear the walls off (of the Fat Cat).” Okay, I’m sold. I’ll be there. And you should be too. Tickets are just $5.00 and things kick off at 8 PM. For more information visit www.myspace.com/jubproject.

Also this month in Modesto don’t miss the stellar Pop Song Romance Presents show at The Mustang Club located at 413 N. 7th Street on Saturday, May 19 featuring Pipas from London, Land of Ill Earthquakes, Addaline and On Petals. Pipas will be on a 5 day US tour that includes stops in San Francisco, Los Angeles, Sacramento, New York City AND Modesto! Be sure you don’t miss this one, kids. The music commences at 8:30 PM and at only a $6.00 cover you are getting a big bargain and a show you won’t soon forget. For more information visit www.myspace.com/popsongromance.

Back at The Fat Cat on Thursday, May 24 come claim a table, have a beer and check out Off The Air’s “Evening Of Live Independent Music” featuring the sounds of Fresno’s Rademacher, Modesto’s Solar Powered People and Deservers and LA’s The Happy Hollows. In addition to the music there will be an art show and sale featuring photographs by Adm Golub and Allison Yin and clothing for little ones by Mama Cow. Tickets will cost you five singles ($5.00) and the rocking will begin promptly at 8:00 PM. For more information visit www.myspace.com/offtheair or www.offtheair.net.  

The list of shows in this column for May in Modesto is by no means exhaustive. For other things to do in the 209 check the calendar at the back of this fine, fine magazine. Thanks for reading.  See you out and around town!

Questions? Comments? greg@offtheair.net
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209Rocks – Mike Vanek


Photo's Vanekfest Flyer & Mike V & Thr3efold Live

The Return of Thr3efold

By Mike Vanek

One of the most energetic and Exciting Central Valley Metal Bands to ever grace the stages of Northern California has decided come back together for a special occasion to play at The Fat Cat Music House & Lounge in the heart of Modesto’s Downtown. The Band I Speak of is the mighty THR3EFOLD! For many years Thr3efold was a force to be reckoned with in the local metal scene. 

Thr3efold traveled all around Northern California and gathered a cult like following that to this day stays loyal to the first band of its kind.  Thr3fold derives from the ashes of two legendary Modesto Area Metal Bands, Carcinogen and Serial Killher. When Serial Killher lost their bassist local promoter and local metal legend Robin Steely got them in contact with former Carcinogen Bassist JIMBO all hell broke loose. The band Thr3efold was born and soon made a name for its self with straight laced head banging metal of Jason James(Guitar &Vocals) and Chuck Gaither (Drums) matched up with the progressive 7 string bass mastery of JIMBO. After countless shows across the map and a few Drummer Changes Thr3efold won the 2005 MAMA Award for Best Hard rock Band Thr3efold was at the height of their popularity.  After replacing Gaither on Drums with local Drummer George Fontes then recruited Chuck back on Drums they found Origins of Consequences Drummer Tristen Costa joined the band for what seemed to be the band’s path to stardom but conflicts within the band drove them to lose their drummer and they parted ways with their management. While serching for a new drummer Jason retreated to family life and Jimbo pursued other musical interests including DIRTFIRE and Mad Cow Industries not to mention a solo bass record with live solo performances to accompany it. By the time the band arrived at the 2005 MAMA awards things were very much over and winning the award after years of being nominated seemed to be the band’s Swan Song. I thought I’d never hear these amazing songs ever again. 

Then one day I made a phone call. I was planning my birthday party for this year and I asked my dear friends to pull it back together for one more show at the Fat Cat in Modesto and to my surprise all three original members agreed to comeback together to play my Birthday Party at The Fat Cat May 14th. Yesterday Afternoon after work I met up with my good friend JIMBO and we cruised in his 76 Dodge Station wagon to Winton California to the well known Jam space where many 209 bands practice and I watched my good friends dust off the old tunes for the first time since they played for the final time at The Fat Cat. If you love good metal then you do not want to miss the return of Thr3efold. It may be their last show or maybe the start of something huge we may never know.

Vanekfest 2007 Featuring the Return of Thr3efold!!!

Fat Cat Music House and Lounge

930 11th Street Modesto CA

209-524-1400

May 14th 21+ $5 in Advance $8 @ The Door Doors open at 6pm Show Starts at 7pm Sharp Thr3efold Fire Through Shadows One Shot Suicide Sons of Dolomite Nothing But Losers
209 Local Urban – 

By Javier Lopez

<<From Zip File>>

<<Need to bold the Urban 209 Graphics>>>

Other music

CD Reviews
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Aaron Durr CD Reviews

Modesto Classics:

By Michele Dunwoody

 

Never thought you’d be an artist, but always wanted to give it a try? Check out The Mistlin Art Gallery, located at 1015 J Street in downtown Modesto. In addition to the gallery featuring the 54th annual Spring Show from now through the 18th of May, they also offer on going classes in watercolour, oil painting and glass molding by professional instructors. Not yet a member of this fine art world little nook? Stop by and pick up a membership form, it’s as easy as painting by number; one, two, three…and there you go, before you know it you’re off to a new adventure of becoming an artist!
Information on the web can be found at: www.ccartassn.org or by phone at: 529-3369.

 


Modesto Community Concert Association is still going strong through the end of its 56th season. Although completely sold out for their 2007-2008 season, they still have one more community event to present. Little known, but greatly loved, is the Young Artist Concert to be held on Sunday, May 6th at the Trinity United Presbyterian Church at 1600 Carver Road at 3:00 PM. This unique concert series within a series is a small event presented by the association to highlight some of our young local talent. 

 

The Young Artist Concerts began in 1995 with the establishment of the Carl Waggoner Memorial Fund. Mr. Waggoner was a board member of the MCCA at time of his death and his memorial fund sponsored MCCA’s YAC until 2001. During the years of 1995 through 2001 the concert series featured one or two talented high school seniors who showed great promise for a musical career. However, last season the association changed the format to include young classically trained musicians of all ages. 

 

With the association's support of new talent, it’s not hard to see why it has had such longevity in this community we call Modesto.

 

If you’d like to know more history of MCCA, or would like to find out more about this concert, check them out on the web at: www.modestoconcert.org 

 

Michele Dunwoody

 

Below is a photo from last year’s participants. 
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Poetry and Jazz

Jazz Notes  - Eric Benson

<< Coming Friday>>

Poetry by Kat Gonzales or Sam P
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Independent Film

<<Pic of Stagecoach in film strip>>

<<pic of Randy in Film Strip>>

May  2007 Film Column

Independent films and documentaries are alive and well in Modesto, thanks to the State Theatre and its indefatigable Executive Director, Sue Richardson.   Local Oscar nominee Mike Glad’s documentary RECYCLED LIFE, accompanied by three other Academy nominees, played to a packed house on March 25.  Mike came to a State sponsored reception and remained for a lively question and answer session. 

Independent films on the State’s big screen have included PAINTED VEIL and Oscar winner THE LIVES OF OTHERS (why didn’t this excellent film attract a larger audience?  Was it the subtitles?  Was it that local audiences have forgotten the Cold War?).  Coming soon or now playing:  VENUS with Best Actor nominee Peter O’Toole, and the well reviewed THE NAMESAKE.  Still on my personal wish list:  ARMIES OF THE NIGHT, THE GOOD GERMAN, BLACK BOOK and INLAND EMPIRE.  Check out the State’s web site at www.thestate.org. and support your local independent film house.

This month’s Modesto Film Society presentation is an archival print (courtesy of the UCLA Film and Television Archive) of John Ford’s 1939 classic STAGECOACH, Sunday, May 20, at the State.  STAGECOACH launched John Wayne’s career as a major star.  Wayne is joined by all star cast including Claire Trevor, Thomas Mitchell, John Carradine and Andy Devine.  Critic Leonard Maltin calls STAGECOACH “one of the great American films, and a landmark in the maturing of the Western, balancing character study…and peerless action….”  Also showing will be a December 1939 newsreel, the year the film premiered.  For more information about the Film Society’s 2007 schedule, including the benefits of belonging to the Film Society, call 521-8772, email or visit the Film Society’s web site:  www.ModestoFilm.org
On June 2, creatures, rebels, Imperial Storm troopers, droids, Jedi Knights and other life forms from across the galaxy will assemble at the Mary Stuart Rogers Student Center on the MJC West Campus to celebrate the life and works of George Lucas on the 30th anniversary of STAR WARS.  The program will include screenings of Lucas’ student films and STAR WARS; educational presentations; autograph sessions and memorabilia displays.  Contact Becky Plaza at 575-6405, or plazb@yosemite.cc.ca.us.  Sponsors include the Modesto Junior College Division of Arts, Humanities and Communications and the Modesto Film Society.

On local Big Screens during June’s Graffiti month:  George Lucas’ AMERICAN GRAFFITI on Sunday, June 2, noon and 3 p.m., at the State Theatre.  Admission is just $2.50, reduced to $1.00 if you dress up as one of the film’s characters.  BLUE HAWAII on Sunday, June 17, 3 p.m., at the State Theatre, celebrates Father’s Day and Elvis.  Will any of those fathers come dressed as The King?  And on Wednesday, June 27, Riverbank’s Galaxy Theatre will host a showing of the sing along version of GREASE.  I’ll be there to follow the bouncing ball through “Beauty School Drop Out.”  The Modesto Film Society will take part in all three events.

Waiting in the wings:  The Modesto Film Society’s showing of MY FAIR LADY on July 15, and  “Wine, Food and Film” and wine label art event (in collaboration with the Modesto Art Museum) during the Modesto Art and Wine Festival, August 18, coinciding with the “soft” opening of the Gallo Center.

Short Subjects:  According to a recent report, all of the eighteen movies released in 2006 earning $100 million or more were released in digital formats…SF Chronicle critic Mick LaSalle says that the late David Packard used to tell rude patrons to “shut up” during performances at the Stanford Theatre in Palo Alto…The London Times reports that overseas film distributors attempts to cut costs by outsourcing subtitle translations to India and Malaysia have created some egregious errors.  In one film, the line “Jim is a Vietnam vet” became “Jim is a veterinarian from Vietnam” in the Danish version.  In another film “flying into an asteroid field” became “flying into a steroid field,” and in another, “She died in a freak rugby accident” appeared as “She died in a rugby match for people with deformities.”  Uma Thurman’s line in My Super Ex Girlfriend, “We have a zero tolerance policy for sexual harassment” was translated into Taiwanese as “We hold the highest standards for sexual harassment.”  Little wonder that Mexican director Guillermo Del Toro insisted on personally working on the subtitles for Pan’s Labyrinth. 

Thanks to Jerry Stille for passing the last item along.

Do you have a list of all time favorite films you’d like to share?  Classic or contemporary films you’d like to see on the Big Screen?  Your comments, complaints and compliments are always welcome:  rsiefkin@aol.com.

<<State Film times - coming>>>
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Tech Talk

Want to get your laptop services?  Do you actually want someone to work on your laptop?  And.. do it now?  There is a good place  

After my HPDV1000 abused as always burned up a mother board, they hooked me up with some great ways to get up and running again.  Put my internal HD in a case and got my running again until I got it fixed.  Local people that actually fix things are hard to find. 
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City of Modesto Stuff

Activity Guide ad

Top 10

May 18 and 19 Modesto Symphony and Chorus performs Mozart

May 24 - Off the Air – Featuring Rademacher and 

May 19 – Lost Weekend Band  10 Pc Swing West Side Theatre

Hughson Fruit and Nut Festival May 19 and 20

Oakdale Chocolate Festival- May 19 and 20

Family Cycling Festival – May 19 

State Theatre – Carolyn Rhea May 19

Modesto Bass Nights – May 31 – Tymeless Cuisine

May 5th – Modesto BBQ and Relays 

May 27 Wilson Gill and the Sinners with the Port City Roller Girls and 
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Rear View Mirror

